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Note: The research reported herein was written pursuant to a contract with the United States 

Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Office of Education, Washington, D. C. 



Foreword 



This unit treats Latin America as a cultural region from a multi- 
discipline point of view and with adaptations can be fitted into courses 
like world history, world geography, or world cultures commonly of- 
fered at grades 8, 9, or 10. 

The author of this unit is Stiles N. Seay, a member of the Project 
staff and a former junior high school teacher. During 1966, Mr. Seay 
attended an Inter-American Institute in Santiago, Chile, under provi- 
sions of the Fulb right -Hays Act. 



Clark C. Gill and William B. Conroy 
Directors 
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Filins, filmstrips, tapes and recordings for use with Latin American units are numerous. 
No attempt has been made to give specific recommendations for audio-visual materials, other than the 
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Empires. (Choose one of the Old World em- 
nires which the class has studied in depth. ) 
Consider: the bases of power of each; ways 
the empires were held together; who ruled 
and by what means; and why each eventually fell. 
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of the colonial period. Portuguese Brazil did not have a university set up during its entire 
colonial period; no books were printed until 1808, three hundred years after Spanish American 
printing presses began. The Brazilian- Portuguese priests were not as well educated as Spanish 
American priests except for the Jesuits who were expelled from Brazil in 1759 and from Spanish 
America in 1767. 
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The United States invested heavily in Porfirio Diaz's Mexico, in Cuban sugar plantations and in 
other countries or dependencies bordering the Caribbean. In part to protect these investments, 
the United States, disregarding the increasing distrust of most Latin American nations, inter- 
fered in the internal affairs of several Caribbean nations or dependencies. 
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In a period of growing nationalism in Western Europe, Latin American leaders suggested. 
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World events since 1914 have forced Latin American nations to reexamine ,m.any of their institutions. 
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For internal development, Latin American countries wrestle with the problem of securing 
investment capital. Wealthy nationals invest their money in land and in United States and 
Western European banks to counteract inflation of their national currencies. Agitation o 
political parties and feelings of national pride against foreign investment discourage foreigners 
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For additional bibliographies, the teacher and pupil should refer tb the following publication 
of the Latin American Curriculum Project: 

Teaching about Latin Am erica in the Secondary School: An Amiotated Guide to Instruct ional Resources, 
Bulletin No. 2, 1967, 71 pp. 
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READING #14 - A Guatemalan Poem 

Miguel Angel Asturias, "Barefoot Meditations, "Earl Jones , "Miguel Angel Asturias, 
Guatemala Nobel Prize for Literature 1967, A Review of H|kgh Life and Works with 
Preliminary Translations," (College Station, Texas: Programs de Educacion Inter americana 

1967), pp. 9-10 & 12. 
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The Editors of LIFE, The Epic of Man ^New York: Time, Inc., 1961). 



LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY 

LATIN AMERICA 
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Adapted from Preston and Tottle, In Latin American Lands, 



p. 



151 . 



LATIN AMERICAN EXPORTS; Depending on One or Two Export Products (1964) 




Latin A me rican Center. Statistical Abstra-t of Latin America 1965 (Los Angeles: University of California, 1966), 



POPULATION GROWTH 
Past and Future ^ 
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^Pan American Union, "How Does the OAS Face Economic Problems? " Washington, D.C. 
Pan American Union, n. d. 



Farmers, Fishermen, Fanters, Loggers and Related Workers 

in 1960 
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^Latin American Center, Statistical Abstract of Latin America 1965 (Los Angeles: University of 
California, 1966), pp, 54-55. 



LIFE EXPECTANCY (1965)^ 
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LITERACY (1960)2 



United States 
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Latin America 


66 % 
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1 71 % 
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1 6T% 1 



25 50 75 100 



^United States Department of Commerce Statistical Abstract of the 
United States, 1967 (Washington, D.C.: U. S. Government Printing 
Office, 1967) p. 54, p. 118. 

O 

United States Department of State, Committment for Progress 
(Washington, D. C. : U. S. Government Printing Office, 1967), p. 31. 



i LAND DISTRIBUTION IN 

LATIN AMERICA 

a960)^ 




1 % of tho land holder?? hold 62. 2 % of the agricultural land. 



^Oscar Delgado (ed. ), Reformas Agrarias en la America Latina (Mexico- 
Buenos Aires: Fondo de Cultura Economica, 1965), p. 735. 
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LAND DISTRIBUTION IN 
ARGENTINA (1960)^ 







43. 2% of the land holders 



hold 1. 0% of the agricultural land. 
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LAND DISTRIBUTION IN 
BRAZIL (1960)^ 









